7-2

A+D | Fall 17

ART EXPOSE

by ANGELA DANSBY / photography by NIKA KRAMER




A+D | Fall 17-2



“Street art is ephemeral: it appears and then it disappears. Someone always
paints over it,” says Nika Kramer, Urban Nation photographer. To many street
artists, the disappearing act of their work is part and parcel of the medium,
but this presents a problem for museums such as Urban Nation in their quest
to preserve it. The solution? Urban Nation has built removable walls around
the museum so paintings on them can be saved for later generations. “They
are trying to keep some of the real street art alive, as maybe in 200 years the
artists will all be gone from the street,” Kramer adds.

“STREET ART IS
EPHEMERAL.”

~ NIKA KRAMER

Meanwhile, exhibits within the museum will change frequently to represent
the art form. In what used to be an apartment building, the museum now has
two levels of open art space and a third floor above with about a dozen resident
artist spaces and the Martha Cooper library of street art publications. The
interior features a large catwalk that crosses the entire two-story space,
allowing people to engage with the art as though they were seeing it in the
street. From top to toe, the building has become a work of art unto itself,
fostering an accepting attitude toward urban art on and off the streets. a
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